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EPOP PUF AND RUF VARIABLE COMPARISON 2023 

Variable Name Description 2023 PUF 2023 RUF Changes from 2022 

CENSUS_DIV Geography 9 levels 9 levels No change 

SAMPLE_TYPE Survey information 2 levels 2 levels New to PUF 

RUCC 
Rural-urban continuum 

code 
4 levels 4 levels 

New to EPOP.  Previously 

RUCCA was used. 

RACE Race 4 levels 6 levels No change 

DEM_AGE Age 5 levels 12 levels No change 

DEM_MARITAL Marital status 3 levels 6 levels Recode changed in PUF 

DEM_EDU Highest level of education 4 levels 7 levels No change 

DEM_HHINC Household income 5 levels 4 levels No change 

DEM_MILITARY_1 Military service 3 levels 4 levels No change 

DEM_CITIZEN_DRV Citizenship status 3 levels 3 levels No change 

DEM_STUDENT Studentship status 2 levels 2 levels No change 

DEM_HOUSECHILDA-C Presence of children 3 levels 3 levels Recode changed in PUF 

DEM_HOUSHOLD1-4 Make up of household 2 levels 2 levels Numbering changed 

BO_STARTBIZ_1 Start of business 10 levels 17 levels 
Recode changed in PUF and 

RUF 

BO_NUMEMPLOYEE_1 Number of employees 7 levels 18 levels Recode changed in PUF 

BO_EMPLOYEES_1-8 Types of employees 2 levels 2 levels No change 

BO_ONLINE_1 
Online presence of 

business 
2 levels 4 levels No change 

BO_WORKHOME_1 Work location 5 levels 5 levels No change 

BO_PLMARGIN_1 Profit-loss margin 4 levels 4 levels No change 

BO_REVENUE_1 Revenue 13 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 
Recode changed in PUF 

BO_REVENUE_2 Revenue for former 

businesses 
12 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 
Recode changed in PUF 

PE_CAPITAL_WS1 Personal capital  13 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS2 Capital from credit card 10 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS3 Capital from bank 5 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 
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Variable Name Description 2023 PUF 2023 RUF Changes from 2022 

PE_CAPITAL_WS4 
Capital from financial 

institution  
10 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS5 

Capital from 

crowdfunding/  

community development 

3 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS5 Capital from government 5 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS6 Capital from family 5 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS7 
Capital from venture 

capitalist 
3 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS8 
Capital from home equity 

loan 
10 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS9 Capital from other 3 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

PE_CAPITAL_WS10 Capital from credit card 10 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

PE_CAPITAL_4-9 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS1 
Additional finance from 

personal loan 
10 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS2 
Additional finance from 

credit card 
10 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS3 
Additional finance from 

bank 
5 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS4 
Additional finance from 

financial institution 
5 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS5 

Additional finance from 

crowdfunding/  

community development 

3 levels 
Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS6 
Additional finance from 

government 
5 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS7 
Additional finance from 

family 
3 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS8 
Additional finance from 

venture capitalist 
3 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 

BO_ADDFINANCE_WS9 
Additional finance from 

other 
3 levels 

Continuous/ 

top-coded 

New variables, replacing 

BO_ADDFINANCE_5-10 


